Exercise 1

The Calendar Wizard

Scripts and macros are little programs written to work inside another program. Think of them as little – and sometimes not so little – plug-ins that let you do more complicated things in an easier fashion. The Calendar wizard is a very complicated script that guides you through the process of designing a calendar to print out. It is very user friendly and you never have to see a single line of programming code.

Before you get started, open Corel DRAW if it isn't already and start with a new blank Letter or A4 sized page in portrait orientation.

In CorelDRAW versions X3 and prior versions, go to Tools/Visual Basic. Choose Play from the secondary menu.

In CorelDRAW versions X4, you’ll need to choose Tools/Macros/Run Macro… to get to the same place.
In the dialog box that comes up, click the drop down box beside Macros in: Choose CalendarWizard (CalendarWizard.gms) from the list.
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At the top of the dialog box you now see Wizard.CreateCalendar.
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Make sure it is selected, then click the Run button.

The Calendar Wizard opens as a dialog box.
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Depending on the version of CorelDRAW you are using, you may see a slightly different version of the Calendar Wizard. They are all capable of completing this exercise. The Calendar Date starts by default in January of the current year.
A preview of the current settings appears at the top right. Click the Expand button just below it and you get a nice large preview. It should look something like this:
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Your first job is to choose the year for the calendar. If you want to run the calendar beyond a single year, you will need to run the wizard again for subsequent years. Pick a year from the Year box. The current year is probably already showing. This is a very sophisticated program and you can get quite historical or plan WAY into the future if you wish.
On the top left of the wizard window, choose if you want just one month or check as many particular months as you wish. If you want all 12, click the All button. If you want to start over, click None to clear all the check boxes.
Next is a section labeled Calendar Language. Don't let that label fool you. Yes, you can choose whether your calendar will be in English or one of the other languages in the list. If your language isn't in the list, click the New button and you can type in the names of the months and days to suit yourself. This setting also affects the available Holidays that the program knows about, so choose the closest one to what you really want. Note that there are several versions of English. These will affect the available automatic holidays. Screen shots in this lesson will use English (USA).

After you set the language, you pick the day of the week you want your calendar to start on. You aren't limited to just Sunday or Monday. Pick any day you want.

Now click the Holidays button. Unless you live in Canada, the UK, or the USA, you'll find a scarcity of holidays already input for you. Even in the US version, there are only five. However, you can add in any holidays you want.
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Close that window when you're done with it and look at the month you just modified. (You'll have to have it checked in the upper left set of months, then use the arrows to page through until you find your month.) If you have the preview area expanded, you can probably almost read the holidays and they're probably marked in red.
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That is, you can probably read the holidays if you have the Layout dropdown set to Month: Large. There is a wealth of other layouts to choose from. Take a look and see what you see.

For this exercise, choose Year: Image + 12 Small [Left/Right] from the Layout dropdown menu. In the preview you'll see all twelve months arranged on two sides of a single sheet of paper. Your holidays are still marked as red, but there's no accompanying text. In this case, there’s no choice of month because all twelve will be printed.
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At the bottom of the main dialog box is a section with three tabs. What you see on these tabs will depend in part on what layout you chose in the last step. (If you picked a Large plus Small layout, you'll see all five possible tabs.) The Page Layout tab allows you to adjust settings for the main page. The other two currently visible set the formatting for the calendar headings and body text areas. These last two are mostly, but not completely duplicated for large and small formats, the Large tabs being available when that layout is selected. There are more options on the large format as you might expect.

The Page Layout Tab:

If the checkmark beside Create Calendar in Current Document is checked, the resulting calendar will be placed into the page currently open on your DRAW workspace. If it is unchecked, you can set page size and orientation so that your calendar goes on a brand new page. If you resize the page, you can click the Adjust Fonts button to have the wizard automatically resize the fonts to match the new page size. After all, you don't want large fonts on a wallet size calendar.
If you are using a printer that won't print that close to the edge, you may need to adjust the margins and click the Adjust Fonts button. If you normally use a measuring system other than the units shown, you can change that as well in the Units drop down. Once you've finished formatting your calendar in the other two tabs (see the next two sections of the lesson), come back here and you can save your settings as a formatting style. Type a name for your style in the drop down box and click the plus key to add it to the list.

The Header Tab:

If you are using the Image + 12 Small (Left/Right) layout, this tab will read Small: Header. There is also a Large: Header that appears if you are using one of the larger calendar layouts. In this tab, pick your fonts and colors for the month title and the days header. Also decide if you want borders or background colors on your headers. There is a checkbox to show the year or not on each month of your calendar.

In the Header section, decide where you want the days of the week to appear and what form you want them to take. On a calendar as small as this, you'll want a nice clean sans serif font and probably only the first letter of the day. On larger calendars, you can be more choosey. At the bottom of the tab is a place if you want to highlight Sundays or not. This only affects the header for each month, not the actual dates in the month. The actual dates are set in the next tab.
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The Body Tab:

The body tab is considerably different depending on whether you have chosen a large or small month layout. In both formats, you get a choice of horizontal or vertical layouts for the days of the month.
Below that, again choose the font, color and background of the individual dates. You can add borders and dividers and position the date anywhere you choose. You get a larger range of choices in the large month formats than in the small month formats as you might expect.

The Highlight choices are the same for large and small formats. You already chose whether to highlight Sundays in the Header section, but that only applied to the header. In this section you can actually highlight any day of the week you choose. If something special happens every Wednesday that you want to remember, you can choose to highlight that instead of Sunday. You can also uncheck the box and not highlight any particular day of the month. You cannot highlight more than one day of the week plus holidays from within the wizard.
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Making the Calendar

Feel free to experiment with settings, but for the exercise you should use a full page Year: Image + 12 Small [Left/Right] layout. When you have all the settings just the way you want them, click the Generate button. If all goes well, you should get a dialog box with the words "Finished generating the calendar." Click the OK button. The wizard won't close, in case you want to create another page, but your calendar so far has been generated and placed onto your blank page (or pages in large format) behind it. Close the wizard. Save your new calendar file now.
You will see that the Calendar Wizard script has generated a calendar with your specifications. Each of the month names and dates are individual text elements. If you look in the Object Manager, you will see that each month is a group of objects and the group has been named according to the month. If you were to create this same calendar without a script, you would have to type in each month, set the colors for special days, draw all the boxes or grids… and it would take a very long time. With the wizard, it is done very quickly.
Notice also that there is a large blank rectangle placed between the two columns of months. This is a place holder for whatever image or text you wish to place there.
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Putting the Graphic in your Calendar

Click on the gray rectangle to select it with the Pick tool. Switch to the interactive fountain fill tool and give your rectangle a nice linear gradient from bottom left corner to top right corner. You pick the colors. The screen captures will start with a bright yellow on top and go to a medium blue on the bottom.

Convert your rectangle to a bitmap – Bitmaps/Convert to Bitmap. Choose a 100dpi resolution (for the exercise. You may want 200dpi to print.) and whatever color mode matches the color space you are currently working in. Screen captures will be in RGB.
Now go back to the menu bar and choose Bitmaps/Creative/Crafts. Pick the Gears option from the Style dropdown and set the Size to the largest size (probably 39 or 40). On the right, leave at the default of Complete:100 Brightness:50 Rotation:180. If you want to play with some other settings you can do that and click Preview to see what they do. OK out of the dialog when you are done. Now you've got a quickly created but interesting graphic in between your calendar months instead of the ugly gray rectangle.
You could also use that rectangle as a place holder for paragraph text or an imported bitmap or create your own vector artwork to fill the spot.

Finish up by drawing a rectangle around the whole calendar page. Fill it with either the same fountain fill, no outline, or one of the main colors in the graphic. Send to back. You can either fit this rectangle exactly to the outside corners of the small calendar months, to the printable portion of your page, or somewhere outside the printable area and let your home printer cut it off for you. (If you want the color to go completely from edge to edge of the paper, this is called a bleed and requires special papers, printers, or a professional printer who will charge more for a bleed print than for a standard print inside the page margins.)

Save your work!
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